A-POC
In the A-POC series of clothing, Issey Miyake, the internationally renowned designer, continues to develop two themes that have long been present in his work: the manifestation of the process of making and of the original flatness of the material with which he is working. The direct cutting-out which occurs liberates an item of clothing from a computer-knitted tube almost like Athena springing full-grown from the head of Zeus. This process levels out of the role of the designer relative to the consumer to some degree-the consumer becomes more actively engaged in the final realization of each piece as it is tailored for, or by, them once they have selected the fabric. In an almost perverse manner, the rolls of fabric are arranged in bolts within the store-as if the customer is entering a fabric store as opposed to a boutique. Flatness has been implicit within clothes created by Issey Miyake prior to the A-POC series, but it is here that his oftstated ambition of creating clothes from a single piece of cloth has been brought to its most direct realization. Many of the pleated and ohgami-like clothes that he designed earlier demonstrate that they began as flat pieces of cloth, in much the same way that a toga or a kimono reveal their flattened-out origin.
Ironically, although in their making and display the A-POC series successfully demonstrates this emphasis on flatness, the clothes themselves fit the body and no longer convey the original flatness. This aspect of the series again attests to the privileging of process over product. The phmary focus is the investigation into new processes of making rather than a search for new forms.
